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A member of the Asteraceae family, the aster takes its name
from the Latin word meaning “star” and refers to the flow-
er’s starlike head. The popular cut flower is actually a herba-
ceous perennial indigenous to all continents except Australia
and, of course, Antarctica.
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Known alternatively as the Michaelmas daisy, starwort and
frost flower, the aster usually blooms in late summer or fall,
although the flower is commercially available year-round
from various sources.

There are more than 600 known aster species, but just a few
varieties enjoy popularity as cut flowers. Asters are avail-
able in almost every shade except clear yellow and orange,
although the white, blue, purple and violet shades predomi-
nate. With proper care, asters will enjoy a vase life of 5-10
days.
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Asters are generally easy-care flowers, although pains must Images courtesy of Colombia Flower Council,
be taken to avoid water stress. Process asters immediately California Cut Flower Commission

upon receipt by recutting their stems under water and strip-

ping away leaves that will fall below their container’s water

line. Place the asters in a clean container holding a properly

prepared solution of fresh flower food.
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which asters will be inserted. Display asters away from
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Asters are frequent additions to a variety of bouquets and WWW.ﬂ OW CrP 0S Si b, lltl es.com

floral arrangements due to their abundant flower clusters and
wide range of hues.



